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SUB J : STUDENT DEMONSTRATION FAILS MATERIALIZE 

REF : TUNIS 7617 

1. TUNISIAN RIOT POLICE RINGED TUNIS UNIVERSITY CAMPUS 
AFTERNOON DEC. 19, EFFECTIVELY PREVENTING ANY TRAFFIC TO 
OR FROM CAMPUS. CORDON REMAINED IN PLACE INTO EARLY EVEN- 
ING. AT WHICH POINT POLICE WITHDREW AND STUDENTS DISPERSED 
TO HOMES QUIETLY. THERE WAS APPARENTLY NO CLASH BETWEEN 
STUDENTS AND POLICE. 

2. MORNING SATURDAY, DEC. 20, STUDENT ACTIVITY WAS NORMAL 
AT CAMPUS. GROUP OF LAW STUDENTS DISCUSSING INITIAL VIOLENCE 
AT FACULTY OF LETTERS (PARA 1, REFTEL) CONDEMNED IT AS ACT 

OF CHILDISHNESS BY STUDENTS OF THAT FACULTY, ACT WITH WHICH 
LAW STUDENTS DISAGREED. HOWEVER. THEY SAID, VICIOUSNESS OF 
GOT RESPONSE, WHICH THEY CHARACTERIZED AS ILLEGAL TRIAL WITH 
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HARSH SENTENCES, WOULD KEEP POT BOILING. STUDENTS ASKING 
THEMSELVES, THEY SAID, WHY A GOVERNMENT AS STRONG AS GOT 
CURRENTLY IS COULD NOT TOLERATE FREELY ELECTED STUDENT 
UNION, AND GENUINE DIALOGUE BETWEEN UNION AND COUNTRY'S ONE 
POLITICAL PARTY. 

3. YOUNG LAWYER PROMINENT IN DEFENSE OF STUDENTS IN 
PREVIOUS TRIALS ASSERTS FACULTY OF LETTERS STUDENTS TRIED 
ON 17TH (REFTEL) WERE NOT EVEN REPRESENTED BY ATTORNEYS, 

AND THAT IUDGE HAD NEVER PREVIOUSLY HEARD A CRIMINAL CASE. 
HE FURTHER ALLEGED THAT IN ADDITION TO FIVE PERSONS TRIED 
AND SENTENCED (ONE IN ABSENTIA), POLICE ARE HOLDING ABOUT 
FIFTY MORE STUDENTS IN CONNECTION SAME INCIDENT PENDING 
EITHER CLEARANCE OR TRAIL. 

4. MINISTRY INTERIOR CONTACTS DEC. 22 STATE THAT STUDENT 
SITUATION HAS CALMED DOWN. THEY REFLECT DETERMINATION, 
HOWEVER, THAT IRON FIST APPROACH WILL CONTINUE BE USED IF 
STUDENTS TURN TO VIOLENCE. 

5. SOME EFFORT TO BE CONCILIATORY IS BEING MADE: STUDENT 
CAFETERIA ON CAMPUS, SUBJECT OF MANY COMPLAINTS, SERVED 
DEC. 20 LAVISH LUNCH OF COUSCOUS WITH CHICKEN WHICH HAD 
STUDENTS MUCH ENTHUSED. 
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